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of the complexity of the equipment 
being purchased or for some other rea-
son, the contracting officer shall state 
those qualifications.

1814.201–6 Solicitation provisions.

1814.201–670 NASA solicitation provi-
sions. 

(a) The contracting officer shall in-
sert the provision at 1852.214–70, Cau-
tion to Offerors Furnishing Descriptive 
Literature, in invitations for bids. See 
FAR 52.214–21, Descriptive Literature. 

(b) The contracting officer shall in-
sert the provision at 1852.214–71, Group-
ing for Aggregate Award, in invitations 
for bids, except for construction, when 
it is in the Government’s best interest 
not to make award for less than speci-
fied quantities solicited for certain 
items or groupings of certain items. In-
sert the item numbers and/or descrip-
tions applicable for the particular pro-
curement. 

(c) The contracting officer shall in-
sert the provision at 1852.214–72, Full 
Quantities, in invitations for bids, ex-
cept for construction, when it is in the 
Government’s best interest not to 
make award for less than the full quan-
tities solicited. 

(d) If a pre-bid conference is planned, 
the contracting officer shall insert the 
provision at 1852.215–77, Preproposal/
Pre-bid Conference. See 1815.209–70(a). 

[61 FR 47079, Sept. 6, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 9966, Feb. 27, 1998]

Subpart 1814.3—Submission of 
Bids

1814.302 Bid submission. (NASA sup-
plements paragraph (b)) 

(b) NASA contracting officers shall 
not consider telegraphic bids commu-
nicated by the telephone.

Subpart 1814.4—Opening of Bids 
and Award of Contract

1814.404 Rejection of bids.

1814.404–1 Cancellation of invitations 
after opening. (NASA supplements 
paragraphs (c) and (e)) 

(c) The authority to make the deter-
mination at FAR 14.404–1(c) is dele-
gated to the contracting officer, except 

as provided in paragraph (e)(1) of this 
subsection. 

(e)(1) A determination that includes 
an authorization to complete the ac-
quisition through negotiation shall be 
made by the procurement officer, in 
consultation with the chief counsel.

1814.407 Mistakes in bids.

1814.407–3 Other mistakes disclosed 
before award. (NASA supplements 
paragraph (e)) 

(e) Procurement officers are author-
ized to make the determinations under 
14.407–3 (a), (b), (c) and (d).

1814.407–4 Mistakes after award. 
(NASA supplements paragraph (d)) 

(d) Determinations shall be made by 
the procurement officer.

1814.408 Award.

1814.408–1 General. 
(1) A notice of award as a specific 

document is used when the contracting 
officer needs to inform a responsible 
bidder that its offer was determined to 
be the most advantageous to the Gov-
ernment (considering only price and 
price-related factors) and that the for-
mal award will be made upon satisfac-
tion of specified pre-performance con-
ditions. 

(2) The notice of award is not a con-
tractual instrument. It does not au-
thorize the successful bidder to per-
form and, in itself, does not obligate 
the Government to award a contrac-
tual document. Its limited purpose is 
to provide: evidence of the Govern-
ment’s selection of the successful bid-
der; instruction to that bidder to sat-
isfy specified pre-performance condi-
tions; and a statement that the Gov-
ernment intends to award the contract 
to the successful bidder upon satisfac-
tion of these conditions if a contract is 
awarded as a result of the invitation 
for bids. 

(3) Use of a notice of award is op-
tional. The contracting officer may 
issue the award document itself with-
out first issuing a notice of award. 
However, there are instances when a 
notice of award should be considered, 
for example, in construction contracts 
where performance or payment bonds 
are required. In such cases, the most 
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